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Publicity 
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Mat 2B 


Kirk Douglas is starred with Robert Mitchum and Richard Wid- 
mark in Harold Hecht’s “The Way West,”’ United Artists release in 


Color by DeLuxe which opens 


at the ....... Theatre. 


Film is from the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by A. B. Guthrie, Jr. 


Kirk Douglas Essays Biggest 
Role in Spectacular ‘Way West’ 


Rugged Kirk Douglas has played some pretty big roles in 
the type of American epics which are called “empire builders” 
because of the magnitude of their sweep. 

Among these were “Indian Fighter” and “The Big Sky” 
to name only two in his four dozen starring roles. But he believes 


his latest characterization, that of 
the prophetic Senator Tadlock who 
grasps the true significance of the 
great mid-19th Century westward 
movement, is the biggest of them all. 

It occurs in the Harold Hecht 
spectacle “The Way West,” based 
on the A. B. Guthrie, Jr., Pulitzer 
Prize-Winning novel by the same 
name, which opens at the 
Theatre in Panavision 
and Color by DeLuxe and under 
United Artists release. 

Taking top billing with him in 
the epic are Robert Mitchum and 
Richard Widmark, with Lola Al- 
bright, Michael Witney and Stub- 
by Kaye co-starring. The film was 
directed by Andrew V. McLaglen 
from a Ben Maddow and Mitch 
Lindemann script. The music is by 
Bronislaw Kaper. 

A graduate of St. Lawrence Uni- 
versity in upstate New York, Doug- 
las came to show business via a 
bit part in a Broadway production 
lie played while doubling as a wait- 
er in a Schrafft’s restaurant. His 
second try was as an off-stage echo 
and then came a hitch in the Navy. 
It was largely through the efforts 
of Lauren Bacall, a fellow student 
at the N. Y. Academy of Dramatic 
Arts, that he attracted the notice 


Still TWW-426 


Mat 1€ 
Stubby Kaye’s in Harold Hecht’s 
epic “The Way West,” United 
Artists release in Color by De- 
Luxe opening .... at the.... 
Theatre under United Artists re- 
lease and with Kirk Douglas, 
Robert Mitchum and Richard 
Widmark in the top starring 
roles. 
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of Producer Hal Wallis who took 
him to Hollywood for a try out. 

He did not “get off the ground” 
however, until his role in the now- 
famous “Champion” won him an 
Academy Award nomination. This 
was followed by two more nomina- 
tions—for “The Bad and the Beau- 
tiful” and “Lust for Life.” The lat- 
ter also won him a New York 
Critics’ Best Actor Award. 

Since then Douglas has starred 
in some of the best of Hollywood’s 
output. These include “Letter From 
Three Wives,” “Young Man With a 
Horn,” “Glass Menagerie,” “The 
Juggler,” “Paths of Glory,” “The 
Vikings,” “In Harm’s Way,” 
“Heroes of Telemark” and “Cast a 
Giant Shadow.” 

But great as most of these roles 
were, says Douglas, it’s his job 
as the far-seeing senator in “The 
Way West” which has moved him 
most and which, he hopes, has 
moved him to his most inspired 
efforts. 


Funnyman Stubby 
Plays It Straight 
In ‘The Way West’ 


Stubby Kaye is one comedian 
who doesn’t want to play heavy 
drama. 

However, his “straight” role in 
Harold Hecht’s epic “The Way 
West,” Panavision United Artists 
release in Color by DeLuxe which 
opens ra a Seperate Theatre, 
was a welcome change. 

Stubby, famed for his balloon- 
like figure, is a Missouri  store- 
keeper in the new film which is 
from the A. B. Guthrie, Jr., Pultizer 
Prize-Winner, who succumbs to the 
“Oregon fever” of the mid-19th 
Century. He plays in support of 
Kirk Douglas, Robert Mitchum and 
Richard Widmark. 

Stubby is well remembered for 
his singing role opposite Nat King 
Cole in the Oscar-winning “Cat 
Ballou,” and has also appeared in 
“Sex and the Single Girl,” “You 
Can’t Run Away From It” and “40 
Pounds of Trouble.” 


Empire Builder ‘Way West’ 
Latest Hecht Achievement 


Varied is the word for the out- 
put of film producer Harold Hecht. 
From the unpretentious Academy- 


Award winner “Marty,” to the 
spectacular “Vera Cruz,” to the 
prize-winning “Separate Tables” 


and the Oscar-winning “Cat Bal- 
lou,” Hecht’s pictures may be said 
to have run the entire gamut of 
motion picture production. 

Well, not quite. 

He has thus far never tackled 
large-scale historic spectacle in the 
heroic manner. But he remedies 
that in his “The Way West,” the 
empire-building epicene Panavision 
and Color by DeLuxe which opens 
aera at the ...... Theatre under 
United Artists release. 

It’s based on the Pulitzer Prize- 
Winning novel by A. B. Guthrie, Jr., 
and it stars Kirk Douglas, Robert 
Mitchum and Richard Widmark. 
It co-stars Lola Albright, Michael 
Witney and Stubby Kaye and, 
among other things, it introduces 
two gorgeous newcomers to the 
screen, Sally Field and Katherine 
Justice. Its screenplay is by Ben 
Maddow and Mitch Lindemann, its 
music is by Bronislaw Kaper and 
it was directed by Andrew V. Mc- 
Laglen. 

Which gives you an idea of its 
size. 

And the Hecht way of doing 
things. Which is, mainly, big. 

A native of New York’s Yorkville 
section, Harold decided at 16 that 
his life’s work lay in show business. 
This meant study at the American 
Laboratory Theatre for five years 
where, among other things, he 
learned to dance well enough to 
appear at the Metropolitan Opera 
House and with Martha Graham, 
Mordkin and others. It was as 
special assistant to his dancing 
teacher Richard Boleslavsky that 
he came to Hollywood, where he 
was mainly in charge of dance 
routines for many a famous film 
musical. Followed a brief career 
on the New York stage, a hitch in 
the army and then his famed pro- 
duction partnership with Burt Lan- 
caster. 


Guthrie Prize-Winner 
Becomes Epic Film 


The Pulitzer Prize-Winning novel 
“The Way West” by A. B. Guthrie, 
Jr., is cinematized in Harold 
Hecht’s motion picture epic of the 
same title which United Artists is 
bringing to the Theatre 
next in Panavision and 
Color by DeLuxe. 

Ben Maddow and Mitch Linde- 
mann prepared the Guthrie story 
for the screen and Andrew V. Mc- 
Laglen directed. Impressive cast is 
headed by Kirk Douglas, Robert 
Mitchum and Richard Widmark. 
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Among the pictures produced by 
this combination were “Vera Cruz,” 
“Marty,” “Trapeze,” “The Bachelor 
Party,” “Sweet Smell of Success,” 
“Run Silent, Run Deep” and “Take 
a Giant Step.” 

Since then, Hecht has produced 
on his own “Taras Bulba,” “Wild 
and Wonderful,” “Flight From 
Ashiya” and “Cat Ballou.” 

“The Way West” is one of those 
prodigies called a multi-million- 
dollar production. It had to be—it 
was made practically foot by foot 
over the famous Oregon Trail west 
which not only broke the far west 
open to American settlers but which 
was for 15 years the very life stream 
of the continent. The film is 
Hecht’s most ambitious undertak- 
ing to date. 


Inflation! 


When the Oregon Trail became 
America’s great way west in 1843, 
it cost about $200 to make the trip 
from Independence, Missouri to 
the confluence of the Willamette 
and Columbia Rivers in the Oregon 
Territory. 

It cost Film Producer Harold 
Hecht between $20,000 and $40,000 
a day to retrace that route for his 
epic “The Way West,” from the 
A. B. Guthrie, Jr. Pulitzer Prize- 
Winner opening...... OV thee as 
Theatre under United Artists re- 
lease in Panavision and Color by De- 
Luxe. That’s exclusive of salaries! 


Sull TWW-57 
Lola Albright and Richard Wid- 


mark as a frontier couple in 
Harold Hecht’s “The Way 
West,” from the A. B. Guthrie 
Pulitzer Prize winner opening 
Peres, . at the Theatre 
in Color by DeLuxe and under 
United Artists release. 


Mat 1D 


Lola Albright Frontier Wife 
In Hecht's ‘The Way West’ 


You wouldn’t expect a gal who 
won an international prize for her 
role as a giddy cocktail bar bunny 
to get a serious part in one of the 
year’s most important spectacles, 
would you? 

Well, if she’s Lola Albright, you 
would. 

Because Lola is one of the most 
versatile actresses in Hollywood to- 
day and she steps from the bunny 
role to that of the wife of a frontier 
farmer who recognizes the mighty 
empire-building forces at work in 
the mid 1800’s with the greatest 
of ease. 

It occurs in Harold Hecht’s epic 
“The Way West,” from the A.B. 
Guthrie, Jr., Pulitzer Prize-Winner, 
in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe 
which opens Ee ral d a staars eae 
Theatre under United Artists re- 
lease. 

Miss Albright won the interna- 
tionally famous Silver Bear award 
at last year’s Berlin Film Festival 
for her role in George Axelrod’s 
“Lord Love a Duck.” It played a 
large part in getting her the co- 
starring role with Kirk Douglas, 
Robert Mitchum and Richard Wid- 
mark in the new Hecht triumph. 

Also co-starred are Michael Wit- 


ney and Stubby Kaye and the film 
introduces two sensational new- 
comers, Sally Field and Katherine 
Justice. Ben Maddow and Mitch 
Lindemann adapted the Guthrie 
novel to the screen and Andrew V. 
McLaglen directed. The music is by 
Bronislaw Kaper. 


Born in Akron, Ohio, Lola’s par- 
ents wanted her to study music and 
she wanted to study art. So they 
compromised. Lola became a recep- 
tionist at Radio Station WAKR. 
This led to such jobs as telephone 
operator and typist for NBC and 
one day she decided to chuck it all 
for professional modelling. 


And lucky thing she did. 


Photographer Paul Hesse saw her 
and was impressed with her. This 
led to bits which led to the starring 
role opposite Kirk Douglas in Stan- 
ley Kramer’s famous “Champion,” 
and Lola Albright was made. 


Since then she has appeared 17 
films—“The Way West” being her 
18th—-and appearances in _practi- 
cally :very important TV serial in 
the business. She was in the sus- 
taining cast of “Peter Gunn” for 
three years and starred in the Bob 
Hope special “Runaway Bay.” 


Still TWW-60 


Mat 2A 


Robert Mitchum as a cynical trail scout in Harold Hecht’s “The 
Way West,” United Artists release in Color by DeLuxe from the 


A. B. Guthrie Pulitzer Prize-winner which opens 


theless . Theatre, 


nike! sh ep.ai'erisg oie at 


Easterner Mitchum Is Really 
Rugged Westerner At Heart 


Although he was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, burly 


Robert Mitchum is a westerner 


at heart. 


Take his hobby and avocation for example. The former is 
horseback riding—and no English saddle stuff for him— 


and the latter is cattle raising. 
And maybe that’s why he so 
thoroughly enjoyed playing the role 
of Dick Summers, weather-beaten 
trail scout in Harold Hecht’s epic 


“The Way West,” Panavision 
spectacle in Color by DeLuxe which 
opens ..... Efe d aVete reece Theatre 


under United Artists release. 

The film is from A. B. Guthrie, 
Jr.’s Pulitzer Prize-Winning novel 
adapted for the screen by Ben 
Maddow and Mitch Lindemann. It 
was directed by Andrew V. Mc- 
laglen and stars Kirk Douglas and 
Richard Widmark along with Mit- 
chum, and co-stars Lola Albright, 
Michael Witney and Stubby Kaye. 
It is a “big” picture. 

The fact that he likes the west 
and everything about it, may, as 
some believe, reveal the kid in 
Robert Mitchum. Could be. But 
maybe more so is the fact that 
there is something about the un- 


tamed frontier which is very much 
in tune with his own somewhat 
untamed nature. 


This was the nature which made 
a hobo of him on several occasions, 
and which is certainly responsible 
for the unique outlook on life 
which has made him stand out even 
in Hollywood, where unique views 
are part of the standard equip- 
ment. 


Before his induction into the 
armed services Mitchum had been 
doing the usual things around 
Hollywood—bit parts without much 
success and odd jobs to keep body 
and soul together—his, his wife’s 
and his infant son’s. 

His big break came in the now- 
famous “The Story of G.I. Joe” 
and since then he has starred in 
some 20 productions. 


Still TWW-64 


Mat 2E 


Lovely Lola Albright is the innocent cause of much trouble in 
Harold Hecht’s epic “The Way West,” United Artists release in 


Color by DeLuxe opening 


atthe wea Theatre 


with Kirk Douglas, Richard Widmark and Robert Mitchum in 


the top roles, 


Production Values on Epic Scale 
Put Into Creation of ‘The Way West’ 


(Production Story) 


In 1843, the year the Oregon Trail began to carry the traffic which in 20 years 
was to become a torrent as the way west, it cost about $200 to make the trip along 
its length from Independence, Mo., to the confluence of the Columbia and Willamette 
Rivers in the Oregon Territory. 

Today it cost Film Producer Harold Hecht between $20,000 and $40,000 a day 
to retrace that route in the making of his epic “The Way West,”’ United Artists release 


in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe which opens ...... at the 


That’s exclusive of salaries for his stars. 


“The Way West” is from the 
Pulitzer - Prize - winning novel by 
A. B. Guthrie, Jr., and stars Kirk 
Douglas, Robert Mitchum and Rich- 
ard Widmark in the top roles. 
Andrew V. McLaglen directed and 
the musical score is by Bronislaw 
Kaper. 

Not all the production for the 
epic was done along the old Oregon 
Trail, however. Location sites were 
pinpointed within a 250-mile radius 
of Eugene, Oregon. Months ahead 
of the company’s arrival there 
Hecht, McLaglen and department 
heads including the production 
manager, art director and construc- 
tion coordinator scouted the Pacific 
northwest by land and air, search- 
ing for locations that matched his- 
torical pictures of places along the 
old Oregon trail. 

The intention was to shoot “The 
Way West” in continuity, so film- 
ing began on the grasslands along 
the McKenzie and Willamette riv- 
ers fanned out to Fort Rock, Shift- 
ing Sands, Mt. Bachelor and Crook- 
ed River Gorge, and ended at 


Oregon Trail Long 
Favored Romance 
Of Empire-Building 


That blood-stream of America 
known as the Oregon Trail has 
had many biographers and it has 
inspired many great novels. The 
first of these perhaps, was Francis 
Parkman’s “The Oregon Trail” of 
1848 which has since become not 
only a recognized literary classic 
but which is required historical 
reading in thousands of high 
schools. 

One of the latest is the A. B. 
Guthrie, Jr.’s novel '“The Way 
West” which is a Pulitzer-Prize- 
Winner. Film Producer Harold 
Hecht is now transferring it to 
the screen. Called “The Way West,” 
it is of epic proportions, in Pana- 
vision and Color by DeLuxe and 
GOENS eaten atether.G.e% Theatre 
under United Artists release. 

Its top roles are played by Kirk 
Douglas, Robert Mitchum and Rich- 
ard Widmark with support by Lola 
Albright, Michael Witney and Stub- 
by Kaye. There are the usual 
hundreds of soldiers, frontiersfolk 
and Indians. Andrew V. McLaglen 
directed and the musical score is 
by Bronislaw Kaper. 
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Robert Mitchum is a frontier 
scout in Harold Hecht’s “The 
Way West,” United Artists re- 
lease in Color by DeLuxe open- 
hit eae eetn atthe cpcisye' de Thea- 
tre. Kirk Douglas and Richard 
Widmark are also starred. 


Cote cae Peatre: 


Burns, Ore., 250 miles away. As 
distances increased, the company 
set up new headquarters at Bend, 
Ore., 116 miles from Eugene. 

“We wanted the cast to ex- 
perience as much as possible the 
reality of an actual pioneer jour- 
ney, and it worked out that way,” 
Hecht explained. “When our actors 
came to rivers, plains, the desert 
and mountains, they had to cross 
them exactly as emigrants did 123 
years ago. They went through all 
of the physical trials and tribula- 
tions exactly as shown in the pic- 
ture. They finished about as tired, 
tough, and weatherbeaten as any 
veterans of the Oregon trail,” 
Hecht said. 

Hecht also enlisted the services 
of a competent supporting cast. 
This includes Lola Albright, Mich- 
ael Witney, Stubby Kaye, two 


Horses Played Big 
Role in the Life of 
Harry Carey, Jr. 


Horses have played a large part 
in the life of Harry Carey, Jr., who 
portrays a strong character role in 
support of Kirk Douglas, Robert 
Mitchum and Richard Widmark in 
Harold Hecht’s spectacular “The 
Way West,” United Artists release 
in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe 
opening at the 
Theatre. 

First, there are the westerns in 
which he has appeared during his 
20 years in pictures. Then there 
are the westerns in which his fam- 
ous father had played many years 
before him. And thirdly, there are 
the horses who pulled the horse 
cars of the line owned by his grand- 
father, the late Judge Carey, which 
connected City Island, New York, 
with the mainland at the beginning 
of the century. 

Carey’s Point on the island, in- 
cidentally, known to thousands of 
yachtsmen on Long Island Sound 
for many years, was named for 
Harry’s grandfather the judge, who 
occupied the mansion there which 
was a prominent landfall for mari- 
ners of the Sound in the early part 
of the present century. 


Sally Field, TV’s 
Famous ‘Gidget,’ 
Debuts in Film 


TV’s famous “Gidget” — Sally 
Field, that is—makes her screen 
debut in Harold Hecht’s sweeping 
“The Way West,” United Artists 
release in Panavision and Color 
by DeLuxe and from the A. B. 
Guthrie Pulitzer - Prize - Winning 
novel, opening ..... itcthe eee ws 
Theatre. 

She plays the role of Mercy Mc- 
Bee, sexy daughter of poor Missouri 
parents hoping to find a better life 
in Oregon. 

“This is more of an acting job 
than Gidget was,” says Sally, “and 
naturally I’m putting some of my- 
self into the part of Mercy, other- 
wise it wouldn’t be real. But I’m 
not the sexy type so I have to do 
a lot of acting.” 

Sally plays in support of a big 
cast headed by Kirk Douglas, Rob- 
ert Mitchum and Richard Widmark 
and co-starring Lola Albright, 
Michael Witney and Stubby Kaye. 
It was directed by Andrew V. Mc- 
Laglen and its music is by Bronis- 
law Kaper. 
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promising newcomers — Katherine 
Justice and Sally Fields—and 200 
Indians from the Warm Springs 
Reservation. Almost a hundred 
horses and 50 Conestoga wagons— 
or Prairie Schooners as they are 
generally called, were also re- 
cruited. 


It took three months to shoot 
“The Way West’—slightly less, as 
Hecht pointed out,—than it ac- 
tually took a wagon train to make 
it over the Oregon Trail from In- 
dependence to the Willamette in 
1843. 


‘McPheeters’ in Film 


Michael Witney, the handsome 
young romantic lead of TV’s “Jamie 
McPheeters,” makes his debut as 
a handsome young screen romantic 
in Harold Hecht’s sweeping “The 
Way West,” from the A. B. Guthrie, 
Jr.,  Pulitzer-Prize-Winner which 
opens Eat 0 oa Theatre 
under United Artists release and 
in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe. 
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Mat 1A 


Kirk Douglas who stars with 
Robert Mitchum and Richard 
Widmark in Harold Hecht’s 
“The Way West,” United Art- 
ists release in Color by DeLuxe 
which opens ..... atthe... ; 
Theatre, 


‘Way West’ Music 
Is By Versatile 
Bronislaw Kaper 


Polish-born Bronislaw Kaper 
wrote the musical scores for some 
pretty big pictures. “Mutiny on the 
Bounty,” “Red Badge of Courage” 
and “The Brothers Karamazov” are 
among them. 


He also wrote some excellent 
comedy music—the scores of the 
Marx Brothers triumphs “A Night 
at the Opera” and “A Day at the 
Races” are examples. 


He has never, however, essayed 
broad, sweeping drama of the kind 
described as empire builders. He 
remedies that however, with Harold 
Hecht’s epic “The Way West,” 
United Artists release in Panavi- 
sion and Color by DeLuxe which 
opens atythezee os Theatre. 
The film stars Kirk Douglas, Rob- 
ert Mitchum and Richard Wid- 
mark and was directed by Andrew 
V. McLaglen. 


A graduate of the Conservatory 
of Music at Warsaw, Kaper wrote 
widely for the concert stage before 
being attracted by the possibilities 
in motion picture music. Before 
attaining fame in Hollywood he 
had a wide reputation in the 
European film centers, notably in 
London and Paris. 


Andrew McLaglen 
Directed Hecht’s 
‘The Way West’ 


It’s not always a case of like 
father like son. 


Take the case of Andrew V. Mc- 
Laglen for example. Andrew’s 
father was the famous Victor, the 
actor. But acting simply wasn’t 
Andy’s metier. Directing is what 
he liked—even when he was a kid 
—and a director is what he has 
become. 


One of the screen’s well-knowns, 
his latest is Harold Hecht’s epic 
“The Way West,” from the A. B. 
Guthrie, Jr., Pulitzer Prize-Winner, 
starring Kirk Douglas, Robert Mit- 
chum and Richard Witmark. It 
opens at the Theatre 
in Panavision and Color by De- 
Luxe, and under United Artists re- 
lease. 


It’s a big picture in every re- 
spect. But Andy likes ’em big. 
Since he began making pictures in 
1955 he has directed 10 motion 
pictures including such biggies as 
“The Rare Breed,” “Shenandoah” 
and “McLintock!” and some 257 
television shows. 
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Ten-Year-Old 
Makes Film Debut 


With an impressive career as a 
TV personality behind him,. ten- 
year-old Stefan Arngrim makes his 
debut as a motion picture actor in 
Harold Hecht’s epic “The Way 
West,”’ in Panavision and Color by 
DeLuxe which opens ...... at the 
ome ai days Theatre under United 
Artists release. 


An actor since he was _ seven, 
Stefan has been seen widely in 
segments of the popular “Gun- 
smoke” and “The Defenders” TV 
shows as well as filling in from 
time to time in the Kraft Suspense 
Theatre. 

In “The Way West,” which is 
from the A. B. Guthrie, Jr., Pulit- 
zer Prize-Winner and stars Kirk 
Douglas, Robert Mitchum and 
Richard Widmark, Stefan plays the 
role of a frail child who undertakes 
the ardors of the rugged way west 
over the Oregon Trail with his 
pioneering parents. And plays it 
like the veteran he is. 


Beauty Contender 
Makes Film Debut 
In ‘The Way West’ 


Even though it’s her first film 
assignment, Katherine Justice plays 
Amanda Mack in this film treat- 
ment of the A. B. Guthrie, Jr., 
Pulitzer Prize-Winning novel, a de- 
manding and sensitive role which 
she is said to acquit with honors. 

A former Ohio farm girl, Kathy 
caused considerable publicity when, 
just shy of 18 a few years ago, she 
entered a statewide beauty contest. 
She won the Miss Ohio crown and 
went to Miami to participate in 
the Miss Universe contest where 
she was disqualified because of her 
age when she entered. 

So she entered the drama and 
theatre department of the Carnegie 
Institute of Technology where she 
remained for four years until she 
thoroughly mastered the intricacies 
of her chosen field. 

Upon graduation, she did some 
road and summer stock work. Her 
arrival in Hollywood was not greet- 
ed with any particular enthusiasm 
and she finally got a role in a 
segment of “The Big Valley” TV 
show. 

That was all she needed. 

Because Hecht, who was no mean 
professional talent scout in_ his 
day, saw that segment and _ that 
was all he needed. The necessary 
arrangements were made over the 
telephone that night and into the 
big cast of “The Way West” went 
Katherine Justice. 

And it’s a mighty impressive cast, 
too. Its top stars are Kirk Douglas, 
Robert Mitchum and Richard Wid- 
mark. Lola Albright, Michael Wit- 
ney and Stubby Kaye co-star. 
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Mat 2C 


Richard Widmark plays one of the most powerful dramatic roles 
in his career in Harold Hecht’s “The Way West,”’ United Artists 
release in Color by DeLuxe opening ...... at thee sc so... Theatre. 
He’s starred with Kirk Douglas and Robert Mitchum in the 
spectacle which is from A. B. Guthrie’s Pulitzer Prize-winner. 


Sweeping Epic Way West’ 
Affords Widmark Strong Role 


Most male movie stars reached the top via “good guy” roles. 
Not so Richard Widmark. He made it because he played 
a psychopathic killer so convincingly. It happened in the now- 
famous “Kiss of Death.” It made him great over night. Since 
then, he has appeared in some 40 top films and has become 


established as one of the screen’s 
most competent and sought-after 
performers. 

His latest appearance is in Har- 
old Hecht’s spectacular “The Way 
West,” United Artists release in 
Panavision and Color by DeLuxe 
which opens at the 
Theatre. He’s a Missouri farmer 
in the epic, who succumbs to the 
“Oregon Fever” of the 1840’s and 
takes off for the promised land via 
wagon train. 


The film is from the Pulitzer 
Prize-Winning Novel by A. B. 
Guthrie, Jr., prepared for the screen 
by Ben Maddow and Mitch Linde- 
mann and directed by Andrew V. 
McLaglen. In addition to Widmark, 
the new film stars Kirk Douglas 
and Robert Mitchum with Lola Al- 
bright, Michael Witney and Stubby 
Kaye in strong co-starring roles. 

It wasn’t easy for Widmark to 
get that role of the killer psycho- 
path which led him to stardom. 
There was a long apprenticeship in 
what Widmark now calls “prestige 
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flops” to undergo first. This was 
while he was trying to crack the 
legitimate theatre. But his break 
on the boards came in “Kiss Them 
For Me.” This won him roles in an 
Elia Kazan production and in a 
co-starrer with June Havoc, and 
then the killer psychopath role 
beckoned. 


A native of Sunrise, Minn., and a 
graduate of Lake Forest College 
where he won the sobriquet “the 
lightest man in college football,” 
Widmark produced and starred in 
two of his own films. These were 
“Time Limit” and “The Secret 
Ways,” both of which were well 
received by the critics. 


Widmark is married to Jean 
Hazelwood, a talented script writ- 
er, and they have one daughter, 
Ann, in her early twenties. All three 
avoid the Hollywood hot spots, pre- 
ferring the quiet of their ranch at 
Hidden Valley, Calif., or their farm 
in Connecticut. 


Mat 2F 


Georgeous Katherine Justice makes her film debut in Harold 
Hecht’s epic “The Way West,” United Artists release in Color by 
DeLuxe and from A. B. Guthrie’s Pulitzer Prize-winner opening 
atone atthe ...... Theatre with Kirk Douglas, Robert Mitchum 
and Richard Widmark in the top roles. 
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Exploitation 


‘THE WAY WEST SCORE 
ON UNITED ARTISTS 
RECORDS FEATURES 
‘SERENDIPITY SINGERS’! 


A motion picture score in the tradition of “High Noon” and “The Green Leaves of Summer” 
from “The Alamo,” has been composed for ““The Way West,” and United Artists Records is 
issuing a soundtrack album and a single of the music. 


And, what gives this music added impetus is the fact that the famous Serendipity Singers are 
included in the album and are featured on the single! The score is by Bronislaw Kaper and 
Andre Previn conducted. 


All of which merits more than the usual windows. Promotions like these for instance: 


RADIO AND/OR TV: The new music may be “hailed” with a panel contest in which it is 
played, together with “Themes” from previous big westerns (“High Noon,” “The Alamo,” 
“The Big Country” for example) with albums going as prizes for correct identification. 


Stations featuring ‘“‘mood”’ music—or commercial piped music—may be approached for frequent 
use of sections of the album. The single is as perfect a juke box tune as anybody could wish for. 
Start the ball a-rollin’ by putting in coins yourself and post a card on the box. 


RECORD LENDING LIBRARIES: The librarian may like to display a number of albums 
from previous big westerns to “hail” this newcomer. Help out with action paper from the picture. 
In return for a credit card the local record outlet may help by lending—or donating—some of 
the previous big western albums. Try to be careful about the company the new offering keeps 
in these displays. 


NEWSPAPERS, COMMENTATORS: The issuing of this album may be treated as an event 
and instead of the usual reviews accorded new recordings this one can be regarded as an impor- 
tant addition to the western repertoire. A personal presentation by you of the album may help 
establish its “class.” 


MUSIC STORE CO-OPERATION: The windows, of course, are “musts!” Display the 
record with stills and poster paper in the store, too. Where phonographs, tape recorders and 
hi-fis are sold, this music should be used as the “demonstrator” with a word or two from the 
salesman as to its origin. Where loudspeakers directed at the street traffic is permissable, this 
music should be plugged. An attractive herald made up from one of the smaller ad mats can be 
sent out to the store’s mailing list with the album, of course, stressed. If he hasn’t such a list 
all purchases leaving the store should be slip-sheeted with the heralds. 


Nobody will know better than the music store owner that nothing will sell these records as well 
as having people hear it! He knows how to go about that. Let him! 


schools Can Help In Spreading 
Word About ‘The Way West’ 


Study of the way west is one of the major concerns of the schools — elementary and high — 
and you should find co-operation easy to get since the present film is based squarely on the 
Pulitzer Prize winning classic by A. B. Guthrie, Jr., which romanticizes the subject. 


This can spark several school projects which can go beyond the history classes. For example: 


ART CLASSES can come up with a project on covered wagons, costumes, firearms, ete., 
of the period. 


MUSIC CLASSES can make a special study of the music of the way west (see music co- 
operation detailed elsewhere in this press book). 


HOMEMAKERS’ CLASSES can make a search for the recipes of the way west and possibly 


duplicate them for some kind of a luncheon which you may sponsor. 


SHOP CLASSES may try for models of covered wagons. Plans are easy to get from hobby 
shops. A life-size one may prove too big a project for the youngsters, but it may be worth sug- 
gesting—early! 


ENGLISH CLASSES can come in as suggested in the book tie-ups listed elsewhere. 
GEOGRAPHY CLASSES can make up an enormous map of the western United States, trace 


the old Oregon Trail on it, and paste on not only such old landmarks as Fort Laramie, Scott’s 
Bluff, Chimney Rock, etc., but modern cities, towns, railroads, industries, natural resources, 
etc. If done well enough it may make a lobby display for you. 


SOCIAL STUDIES will find many phases to examine such as the Indians, their customs and 
modes of living; the great urge to go west which marked the middle years; the lure of gold 
and furs; the part played by the railroads in putting the old trails out of business, etc. Illustra- 
tive art—culled from picture stills—can help greatly. 
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Motion Picture Edition In Paperback 


The novel from which the motion picture “The Way West” was made— 
A. B. Guthrie’s Pulitizer Prize-winner of the same title—is being issued 
in paperback motion picture edition form by Pocket Books, Inc. 


When first issued it was a best-seller. Its appeal is still enormous. Besides 
the regular book store window tie-ins see what you can adapt from the 
suggestions on book promotions included on these pages! It will pay 
—you and the book store! 


And Don't Forget 


Books on the way west have been popular ever since Lewis & Clarke 
set down their experiences and Francis Parkman’s “Oregon Trail” (the 
original “Way West,”) became the classic which it still remains. 


A promotionally-minded librarian should be quick to see how the 
interest you're kicking up in this phase of American history can help her 
increase the library’s value to the community by coming in with a 
display of such books (including A. B. Guthrie’s Pulitzer-Prize winner 
from which “The Way West” was made) and also including such modern 
classics on the subject as Bernard De Voto’s “Year of Decision” and 


‘*“Across The Wide Missouri.” 


She can also comb her picture files for art on this subject which can 
make a great display not only for her library but for a school and, of 
course, your lobby. 


Stage Folk-Song Festival 


Nothing is as popular right now as hootenannies of folk music-and no 
period in American history is as loaded with such music as the years 
1840-53 when the way west was the way of thousands! 


This suggests several music promotions which can be called “‘Music 


of The Way West.” 


Working with the school music teachers and radio and TV studio people, 
who will know exactly what you need for this and probably have it 
recorded in their files, here are some suggestions: 


TV SHOW: By local talent, preferably of the “folk” type. Using the 


suggested title, this can be a TV show-in-one. 


RADIO SHOW: Same as above. 
SCHOOL PROJECT or CONCERT: Of Music of the Way West— 


instrumental and/or vocal, by students with appropriate comments from 
the teacher. If this is good enough it may be a lobby or stage show 
for you, a shopping center show, etc. 


STREET BALLY: “Pioneer” type with banjo, to tour the streets 
singing this old western music and, if he’s good enough, “‘guest”’ appear- 
ances at dances, hootenannies, etc. 


“WESTERN’ RIDING CLUB: Very popular at the moment, even 
in the west, these often feature field barbecues, pack trips, etc. If you 
can get to one of these festivities try for a “sing” of Music of the Way 


West. 


Set Up Gun Display 


No male seems to be able to resist the temptation to make a complete 
and careful study of gun shop windows, particularly antique gun shop 
windows. “The Way West” gives you a chance to get into one, so get 
into it—with a display of firearms period 1840-53, stills from your 
picture and other paper. Since gun shop operators are always looking 
for a way to get these heirlooms out of attics for possible appraisal and 
purchase, a small ad or window card can be used in advance to round up 
the proper arms. Local gun clubs can also probably provide excellent 
specimens. If enough good ones are smoked out you may have an 
excellent lobby display in this. 


RADIO/TV MATERIAL” | 


Get at ’em when they’re wondering what to do in the evening! Get at ’em 
while they’re cussing traffic lights on their way home! Get at ’em when 
the dishes are being washed and get at °em when they’re draining! 


Meaning, get ’em on TV and the radio! 


To make it easy and effective—and to supply you with “takes” to handle 
any time requirement available on local programs and to vary them so 
you don’t bore *em—United Artists Exploitation has ready for you— 
absolutely free of charge—the following two big assists: 


F REE TV SPOTS — excellent “voice” to accompany the telop 


or slide offered on this film—or a piece of art created by your own 
house artist! Running from a full minute to a couple of seconds with 
plenty of room for the inclusion of local playdate info! 


FREE RADIO SPOTS in 33% rpm—also in a wide variety of 


spots from a minute to a few seconds with fore and aft room for local 
info! Rapid fire, momentous, urgent! 


For your FREE copies of each or either, write: 


EXPLOITATION DEPARTMENT, United Artists Corp., 729 
Seventh Avenue, New York 10019. 


FREE Interview Record 


Open-end radio interviews with Kirk Douglas, Lola Albright, Richard Widmark, 
Robert Mitchum, Sally Field and Stubby Kaye are available free of charge on 
a 33% platter, together with scripts for fill-in by the local announcer! 


The interviews are highly interesting, revealing and in a brisk style making ex- 
cellent feature material for any radio station. Your kit—recording and seript 
—is in its envelope awaiting your address. Send for it—now—to: 


Exploitation Department, United Artists Corp., 729 Seventh Avenue, 
New York 10019. 


‘Way West’ Perfect for Travel Tie-In! 


There’s a vacation and travel exploitation possibility in the title “The Way 
West” which can go a long, long way in helping you exploit this picture! 


Tie-in calls for everybody who can help — travel bureaus, car dealers and 
renters, Car servicing stations, gas stations, and everybody else whose business 
can help make a western trip a success, to get into the arrangement and it should 
prove profitable for everybody concerned. 


Since a tie-in can engender a lot of extra advertising from all concerned, it 
should be done with the co-operation of a newspaper, using a “well” kick-off 
for a page or section. Mast head can read “This year take—THE WAY WEST!” 


(The same line may be used as window banners in co-operating stores. ) 


The section can also include a local map showing the first stops to be made on 
“The Way West.”’ Indicated are all advertising co-operators — to get a new 
car, or to rent one, or to have the car serviced, arrange for overnight stop-overs 
and side trips; buy camping equipment, cameras, and so on. 


If a map is not used, individual stores may include this copy in their ads — 
“Stop here first for a thorough check-up and new tires,” for example. Or, “THE 
WAY WEST Begins at Pat’s Service Station.” 


Playing on the latter theme, your ad—in the section and/or in the windows of 


co-operators can read “THE WAY WEST BEGINS at the Rialto—Friday!”’ 


AIRLINES, BUS TRIPS, TRAINS! 


The title is a natural for the travel agencies in your community! Get their co- 
operation, this way: 


1. Air and bus line agencies should go for windows full of stills from the pic- 
ture with lines like “THE WAY WEST was once a harrowing experience! See 
it today from the comfort of an air-conditioned bus! The old West is still there!” 


2. Since most of these places feature brochures and maps sent them from state 
tourist agencies, see if you can get all those concerned with the west into one 
rack labelled “The Way West.” Look these brochures over early! It may help 
to rubber-stamp them with your title and playdates! Or to slip-sheet them with 
a note reading “The Way West Begins at the Rialto—Friday!” 


Use these art elements, which 
are available as 8 x 10 black 
and white photographs for 
dressing up your lobby; for 
special ads; for programs; for 
window and in store displays 
and in various ways suggested 
in this pressbook. 


ART STILLS 


Order by number 
from National Screen 


TWW-ART | 


TWW-ART 2 


FREE TV Featurette 


Six minutes of action along The Way West—on film for TV broadcast! 
It’s yours—absolutely free and it’s a humdinger! 


Theme of the film deals with the production problems encountered in bringing 
the Guthrie Pulitzer Prize winner to the screen and some of the picture’s most 
exciting moments are included to prove the point! Horses, covered wagons, 
Indians, big star names—they’re all there in as action-packed an entertainment 
package as you’ve ever used to exploit a picture! 


And in color! But suitable for B & W broadcast. 


Arrange your plant now! Try to make it about a week in advance to your play- 
date. And send for it—immediately. It’s waiting for you at the 


Exploitation Department, United Artists Corp., 729 Seventh Avenue, 


New York 10019. 
FREE Teaser Trailer 


Used in conjunction with the regular trailer available on this production or by 
itself, the teaser trailer for “The Way West,” will do a great job of extra picture 
selling for you! Use it in your own theatre or as a cross-plugger; use it at action 
matinees, use it early and use it often, and use it, use it, use it! It will prove 
one of the soundest investments you can make in selling this production! 
It's FREE at National Screen Service. 


Regular Trailer 


Big, sweeping, colorful, epic! 


That describes “The Way West” and that’s what the trailer on this production 
sells! It makes the most of the Harold Hecht production, the Guthrie Pulitzer- 
Prize winning story, the big names in the cast, its important production names. 
It does everything to sell this picture on the screen you’d do yourself and does 
it as only the best advertising brains in the business can do it! See it, use it! 


It's at NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. 


TELOP AND SLIDE 


Announcement illustrated is available as either glass slide or telop print. Check 
with TV station for form preferred before ordering. 


Theatre copy to be put on locally can only be done on the telop print. Call letters 
included at no extra charge. 


PRICES: 
$5.00 without theatre imprint 
$7.50 with theatre imprint 
$2.00 for each additional slide or Telop 


Order from: QQ Title Card Co. 
247 West 46th St., New York City 10036 


SATIN ACCESSORIES __ 
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PANAVISION' COLOR by Detaxe saw 


DeLuxe Sectional Valance 
Any Length (minimum order 10 feet) 


3-Piece Streamer 
15 feet, strung together, in color 


Complete Streamer ..... $21.50 Rahs 1008s. cg atari 45 00s $2.15 
CRACKING LIKE AWHIP ORDER all this material from your 
FROM HERE local NATIONAL SCREEN SERV- 
TO EXCITEMENT! ICE EXCHANGE. All items are 
KIRK ROBERT manufactured by NATIONAL ieee aa aie 
DOUGIAS-MITCHUM | ACEDISHAY CO, aw. zie | ails iti 
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WIDMARK orders. with CONSOLIDATED ee 
" THEATRE SERVICE, 120 Welling- . 
HAROLD THE ton St., W. Toronto, Ontario, Can. THE 
HECHT'S 
9x 12 Flag WAY WEST 
Double Faced, 
$145.00 


PANAVISION’ - COLOR by DeLuxe 


Single Faced, Usher's Badge 
$80.00 Each, 50c 
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COLOR by Detuxe 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Set of Eight 
11x 14 
Lobby Cards 


cS CRACKING LIKE A Order 
WHIP FROM HERE 
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Accessories 


From 
National 
Screen 
WINDOW CARD 
Official Billing 
‘!) KIRK DOUGLAS 100% 
'2) ROBERT MITCHUM 100% 
3) RICHARD WIDMARK _ico~ 
in 
Harold Hecht’s 50% 
“THE WAY WEST” 100% 
co-starring 
Lola Albright 50% 
Michael Witney 35% 
Stubby Kaye 35% 
Introducing Sally Field as ‘““Mercy”’ 50% 
and 
Katherine Justice 50% 


Screenplay by 
Ben Maddow and Mitch Lindemann 35% 
Based on The Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by 


A. B. Guthrie, Jr. 20% 
Produced by Harold Hecht 35% 
Directed by Andrew V. McLaglen 35% 
Music—Bronislaw Kaper 35% 
PANAVISION® 50% 

COLOR by DeLuxe 50% 
Released thru United Artists 50% 


(1) In first position above or below title. Same width, height and 
thickness of title. May be smaller than title if art work title 
is used, but may not be less than 50% of average width, 
height and thickness of art work title. If likenesses are used, 
Kirk Douglas’ likeness must be at least equal size to any 
other and none may appear above his. Need not be used 
in ads six (6) column inches or smaller provided no other 
cast names are used. 

(2) Same requirements as Kirk Douglas except that his name 
shall be in second position on the same line with Kirk 
Douglas’ name. Equal likeness required. 

(3) Same requirements as Douglas and Mitchum except that 
he shall be in third position of star names, but not neces- 
sarily on same line with Douglas and Mitchum. 
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An Attention-Arresting 
Hi-Rise Standee 


PRICES: 


Deluxe Hi-Rise Standee 
$9.95 


Re-usable Extension Pole 
$1.50 


Converts to 24 x 60 by folding back the pictorial sidepiece 


Available as rental item at National Screen 


The Story 


(Not for Publication) 


This is the epic of a party of emigrants who head out of Independence, 
Missouri, for the Oregon Country in a wagon train in 1843 and how that 
journey effected, in various ways, the lives of each. 


It tells of Senator Tadlock (KIRK DOUGLAS) who dreams of an empire 
beyond the Rockies; dirt farmer Lije Evans (RICHARD WIDMARK) whose 
imagination is large enough to encompass the magnitude of the movement 
of which he is a part; his wife Rebecca (LOLA ALBRIGHT), and of tough, 
embittered Dick Summers (ROBERT MITCHUM) the party’s scout whose job 
it is to point the way west for one of the world’s great migrations. 


It also tells of others who, for various personal reasons, have decided that 
their destinies lay in the rich, new country where the sun dips into the Picific 
and how all these destinies interwine in that cruel summer of 1843. 


The ordeals were many—dangerous rivers to ford, burning prairies to 
traverse, stampeding buffalo, fire-water-crazed Indians, dry water holes— 
and worse, the cupidity and secret ambitions of some of the members of the 
party themselves. 


What had started out as a friendly enough passage with all in common 
accord becomes a crawling hell. The teen-ager Mercy (SALLY FIELD) is 
lusted after and the results are cataclysmic. Otherwise strong Tadlock covets 
the wife of farmer Lije and it brings about his death. The party splits up. Some 
never get beyond the burning wastes. But the ordeal has at least burned away 
the weak and the inadequate among the emigrants. Only the strong and tried 
remain, and _ it is a chastened band which Lije and Summers finally lead into 
the valley of the Columbia and the promised land which is to become the 
proud State of Oregon. 


Summers, however, does not accompany them into the valley. His work is 
not yet finished. There will be other parties to guide across the wastes and 
through the perils of the way west. And all will have to pass through the same 
ordeals as this last one before they come to earn the blessings of the new 
promised land. 


(RUNNING TIME: 122 MINUTES) 


The Cast 


Sen. William J. Tadlock ............ Kirk Douglas 
Dick SUMMONS 2585. died ceocsics Robert Mitchum 
EAR CE VANNS cio) sdko cs Sue cade Richard Widmark 
RGmeea Ev ANG 5) 3. .ci cece eae Lola Albright 
womnnic Mack «50.505... .c05s, ck Michael Witney 
Sau E ama oes soci ee eciec Stubby Kaye 
WAPRED ACO CS 22 55K Sally Field 
Rawanda Mache o05 5 2 Katherine Justice 
Brownie Evans ................ Michael McGreevey 
il Tee a | a Connie Sawyer 
3 | RGA ea Ane gn ee GPR Harry Carey, Jr. 
Wes. Painman: 20566256..00. 5 Elisabeth Fraser 
Michael Moynihan ............ William Lundigan 
Production Staff 
PYGGUOOR isco scicactauees, 2A ge Harold Hecht 
DiVGGtOr iis oes eee Andrew V. McLaglen 
Screenplay by .................... Ben Maddow and 
Mitch Lindemann 
From the novel by.................. A. B. Guthrie Jr. 
Director of Photography....William H. Clothier 
et OE REE Rab oft amet at a Bronislaw Kaper 
Peeh DaPOOt eos. oes bec Ted Haworth 
OR EIGOT osc.) siaecccsecncdsanetdeaias Otho Lovering 
OS ee eae Reine Jack Solomon 


Panavision—Color by DeLuxe 
Released thru United Artists 
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